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The amount of money that young people have to spend is an important factor in determining their access to a
host of behaviours. This section examines working for money, levels of income, and the sorts of things that
they spend their money on.
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During the last 7 days, have you spent any of your own money on the following items?
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Up to 39% of the Year 10 pupils
have regular paid work

Have you a regular paid job during
term time? 77

Respondents with more than one job were asked to record the one that paid
the most money.

1. Up to 28% of 12-13 year olds have a regular paid job during term time.

2. By the time they are 14-15 years old, up to 39% of pupils report having a
regular paid job.
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% 0 No Yes Valid
responses
0 yrgm 72 28 5258
B YrsF 79 21 5416
O yriom 61 39 7057
W YrioF 65 35 7716

78

Comments

1. The evenness of responses of the sexes to having a regular job by the Year
10 pupils is typical for this question and similar to previous years’ results.

2. Since 1999 the numbers, of those reporting regular work, have followed a
broadly similar pattern:

50 -
40
30
20 -
10 |
% 0+ L L - - - L
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
O yrgm 25 25 28 27 30 28
B YrsF 21 20 23 22 23 21
O yriom 42 35 42 39 36 39
W YrioF 42 34 39 38 36 35

3. Unsurprisingly, the age differences have remained and data from the older
pupils reflect slightly more males than females working.
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Babysitting is the most popular for the females

and paper/milk round for the males

What type of regular paid job do you
do> (78)

Respondents with more than one job were asked to record the one that paid

the most.

1. We note some gender contrasts; more females involved in babysitting, hair
dressing and paid housework while more males report manual work and

delivery rounds.

2. Paid housework diminishes in Year 10, but shop work, hotel and café work

Comments

1. The distribution of jobs follows the pattern noted over recent years.

2. The involvement of some of these Year 8 pupils in regular paid work may
be in violation of Section 18 of the Children and Young Persons Act, 1933.
The Act places restrictions, including hours and conditions of work for
children, especially for those under the age of 13.

increases.

50

40 —

30 —

20 —

10 —

0, ]
% 0 Babysitting | Hairdressing | Working in | Manual work | Paper/ milk | Hotel, bar | Farmwork or Paid Other work Valid

a shop round or cafe gardening housework responses

0 yrgMm 8 2 7 7 44 2 6 15 9 1349
B Yyr8F 28 4 4 3 30 3 3 17 9 1071
O yriom 7 1 10 12 41 9 4 5 11 2645
W YrioF 28 7 11 2 16 17 1 6 12 2637
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Up to 10% of 14-15 year olds
worked over 10 hours

Time spent working

How many hours did you work for
money last week? (79 Comments

1. The 14-15 year olds are working longer hours than the 12-13 year olds. 1. The figures for None represent those pupils who have a regular paid job

2. InYear 8 (12- 13 year olds), slightly more males than females are working but did not work in the last week.

the longer hours, but this is reversed for the Year 10 (14-15 year old) 2. The bimodal effect already noted could reflect the difference between
workers. morning or afternoon work and all-day working.

3. We observe a bimodal distribution, one maximum at 2 hours and the 3. The average hours spent working by those who work in each group is:
other at 6-7 hours (possibly a Saturday job?). Year 8 males 38

Year 8 females 3.8
Year 10 males 5.2
Year 10 females 5.5

25

20 —

15 —

10 —

S
<) o
| |

None 1 hour 2 hours 3 hours 4 hours 5 hours 6-7 hours 8-10 hours | 11-20 hours 21 hours Valid
or more responses
0 yrgm 8 18 19 16 9 8 12 6 4 1 1278
B YrsF 8 16 22 15 12 7 10 5 4 1 997
O yriom 7 9 15 14 11 9 15 10 7 2 2542
W YrioF 6 6 12 11 13 11 15 15 9 1 2555
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: 16% of 14-15 year olds

Money from pald WOI’k earned more than £30 last week

How much money did you receive

last week from your regular paid Comments

WOrk? (so)

1. More money was earned by the Year 10 (14-15 year old) workers. There 1. The figures for Nothing represent those pupils who have a regular paid

were more males among the high Year 8 earners earning over £10.

job but did not work in the last week.

2. Slightly more older males earn more than older females in £20-£40 range. 2. These amounts do not reflect the rates paid per hour, but it is possible to
3. 11% of older males report earning over £40 ‘last week’ and the older calculate these by using the data on the previous page.
females are only 2% lower at 9% Year 8 10
Males (£) 4.54 5.13
Females (E) 4.37 4.27
3. We note that the Year 10 females earn rather less than males of the same
0 - age, while on the previous page we find that, on average, they work
slightly more hours.
35
20 4 4. The average earnings for workers can also be derived:
25 | Year 8 10
20 Males (£) 13.29 21.20
15 4 Females (£) 12.52 19.60
10
5 —
% 07 Nothing Up to £5 Up to £10 Up to £20 B Up to £30 Up to £40 Over £40 Valid
responses
0 yrgMm 7 22 28 30 8 2 3 1320
B Yyr8F 7 24 32 23 7 2 4 1013
O yriom 7 8 18 36 15 5 11 2578
B YrioF 7 9 19 34 15 7 9 2550
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The older they get
fewer receive weekly pocket money

Do you usually get pocket money?

(74) (Pri.

9a)

1. Clearly, the majority receive pocket money each week although the
regularity of this income declines as all get older.

2. More females than males receive money as they need it.

3. More males than females receive no pocket money.

70

60

50

40
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o
>
o

“ 1L

il

| Bm

No, usually No, | Yes, | Yes, | Other system Valid
none get money get money get money responses
as | needit | every week |once a month
B Yr6M 12 16 61 12 0 4595
O Yyr6F 8 21 59 12 0 4474
B Yyrsm 12 19 44 19 5 4518
O vyrsF 7 25 43 20 5 4665
H yriom 14 23 39 21 3 6319
0 YrioF 9 27 38 22 4 6948

oo
N

Comments

1. Up to 61% of Year 6 pupils (10-11 year olds) receive weekly pocket
money. This falls to around 39% of Year 10 pupils (14-15 year olds) and is
possibly replaced by money received from paid employment.

2. As pupils get older, the pattern of receiving pocket money shifts from
weekly to ‘once a month’ and ‘as | need it’. Again this may be influenced
by the youngsters’ ability to undertake paid work.

3. Between 86% - 93% of 10-15 year olds receive pocket money.
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Up to 26% of 14-15 year olds
receive more than £10

Pocket money total

How much pocket money did you get

last time? (75) (Pri.ob) Comments

1. The older pupils’ percentages are similar at the higher pocket money 1. We have occasionally had problems in deriving weekly amounts for
levels, and the Year 10 (14-15 year olds) amounts are greater than the those young people whose pocket money or allowance is paid monthly.
Year 8.

2. Most of the younger pupils received up to £5 and at least 22% of Year 10s
received more than £10.

70
60 —
50 —
40 —
30 -
20 -
10
% o gy N —1
Nothing Up to £5 Upto £10 Up to £20 Up to £30 Up to £40 Over £40 Valid
responses
B Yyr6m 11 67 15 6 1 0 0 4461
O Yr6F 9 69 14 6 1 0 0 4461
H yram 14 51 20 10 3 1 2 4385
0 vrsF 10 46 26 13 3 1 2 4472
B Yriom 14 36 28 15 3 1 3 5984
0O YrioF 11 32 32 18 4 2 2 6581
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TOtal Weekly N come Up to 14% of the 14-15 year olds

received more than £30

Last week’'s combined income from

paid work and pocket money (goa) Comments

1. The majority are found within the £1.01-£10.00 range, around 25% of the 1. Disposable income is the key to doing many other things, some healthy,
Year 10 pupils (14-15 year olds) received more than £20, and up to 14% of others less so. It is certainly a key to lifestyle.
this group received more than £30 ‘last week’. 2. The Nothing group may include some youngsters that receive money at

2. The table reveals a similar level of higher income for the older pupils, longer than weekly intervals, or for particular purposes on a negotiated
even though we know from page 82 that more females than males are basis.

working more than 5 hours a week.

40 —
35 —
30 —
25 —
20 —
15 —
10 —
5 —]
0, ] R,
% 0 Nothing Upto£1l | £1.01-£5 | £5.01- £10 | £10.01- £15 | £15.01 - £20 | £20.01 - £25 | £25.01 - £30 | £30.01 - £35 | £35.01 - £45 | £45.01 - £55| Over £55 Valid
responses
[ yrgm 13 3 37 19 8 8 3 2 2 2 1 2 4759
B Yr8F 12 2 35 23 9 8 3 2 1 1 1 1 4828
O yriom 11 1 22 21 10 11 6 5 2 4 2 4 6533
B YrioF 10 1 20 24 10 11 6 5 3 5 3 3 7155
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Savi N g mon ey Males save more than females

Have you put any of your own money
Into a savings scheme in the last 7

Comments
days? (7e)
1. More males than females are savers, with little difference between the 1. Whether the greater proportion of males than females saving any money
year groups for those who save anything. is a reflection of preference can only be speculation. Data from page 83

shows the older group to be generally receiving similar weekly amounts
but 8% more older males than females are saving money.

2. Have males always saved more than females? Data from 1993 suggests
this is so, although recent data show younger females may be catching up
with older males. Younger males have always reported more interest in
saving and older females have always reported the least interest.

Responses to ‘Yes' - putting own money into a savings scheme in the last 7 days. 1993-2004

70 50 —
60
40 —|
50
40 30 —
30 20
20
10 —
10
0, L 0, ]
4 0 No Yes Valid % 0
responses 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
O vrgwm 58 42 4468 O vrgwm 31 33 36 37 38 38 36 41 39 39 44 42
W Yr8F 61 39 4637 W Yr8F 27 28 29 32 32 33 32 36 33 33 37 39
O vyriom 63 37 6313 O yriom 30 32 34 36 37 37 35 38 37 37 37 37
B YrioF 68 32 6930 B YrioF 25 26 28 30 32 30 30 32 29 30 29 32
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How much of your own money have

you spent during the last 7 days? (1)

1. The distribution of percentages shows ‘clumping’ around certain values,

the most obvious being up to £5.00.

2. Greater levels of spending over £5 are recorded by the Year 10

respondents. When compared with older males, older females report

higher percentages when spending up to £20. 10% of older males report
spending over £40 ‘during the last week’.

Comments

1. Thisis one of our less ‘precise’ questions, in the sense that it is extremely
difficult for most people to recall a week’s spending. Rounding off to a
likely figure could explain some of the ‘clumping’.

35

30

25 -

20 -

15

10

5 —
% o : .
Nothing Up to £5 Up to £10 Up to £20 Up to £30 Up to £40 Over £40 Valid

responses

[ vyram 28 31 16 12 5 3 5 3942
B VvrsF 18 33 22 16 5 2 4 4055
O yriom 21 22 18 18 7 4 10 5642
W YrioF 14 23 22 22 8 4 7 6327
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21% of older males
spent more than £20
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Book purchasing remains low

Items bought last week (1) aftor 11 years of age

During the last 7 days, have you

spent any of your own money on the

following items? (s1) (pri. 10) Comments

For convenience, this list has been divided into two parts and rearranged into

alphabetical order within each part.

1. Within this section crisps were bought by at least 16% of all the groups. 1. This list does not indicate the relative amounts spent on these different

Comics/magazines are also popular items.
2. InYear 10, spending on alcohol, cigarettes, clothes, fares and fast food

items, so it is not possible to reflect upon the amount of money spent on
some of the less desirable activities.

becomes important. 26% of older females spend on cosmetics. In Year 6, 2. Gender and age differences provide interesting comparisons particularly
29% of males spend on arcade games and 21% of females spend on books. spending on alcohol, books, and cigarettes. The differences between groups
is not restricted to this year’s data. For example, over the years, we have
3. Overall, more females than males spend money on clothes, . .
. . . . seen a sharp reduction in book purchasing after the age of 11.
comics/magazines, cosmetics, and discos.
40 —
35 —
30 —
25 —
20 —
15 —
10 —
5 J—|
% o 4IZI:L L
Alcoholic Arcade  Arcade games Books Cigarettes Clothes & Comics, Computer Cosmetics/ Crisps Discos or Fares Fast food Fresh fruit | Available
drinks gambling (for fun) footwear Magazines games Toiletries clubs (hot) sample
B Yr6M 3 * 29 15 1 * 27 36 * 32 12 * * * 4947
O vyreF 1 * 12 21 1 * 35 13 * 30 15 * * * 4870
W Yyrsm 4 5 10 3 3 14 15 16 2 15 6 9 17 5 7553
O yr8F 5 2 4 4 5 28 24 4 16 16 10 11 17 4 7427
W Yriom 14 6 9 3 11 19 15 15 4 18 9 18 27 4 8782
O vyrioF 19 2 4 3 17 33 22 2 26 18 13 24 25 4 9220

* Options not available for Year 6
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Sweets remain the favourite item

During the last 7 days, have you
spent any of your own money on the
following items? (81) (pri. 10)

For convenience, this list has been divided into two parts and rearranged into
alphabetical order within each part.

1. Within this section records/CD/tapes, soft drinks and sweets are clearly the
items on which money was most frequently spent.

2. Gender differences in which higher percentages of males report are
apparent for items such as leisure/sports centres and sports equipment.
Female biased responses are observed for items such as pets, school
equipment and sweets.

Comments

This list does not indicate the relative amounts spent on these different
items, so it is not possible to reflect upon the amount of money spent on
some of the less desirable activities.

Spending on sweets has remained the favourite item for many years and
older females consistently report spending most of their money on this
item — 58% of 14-15 year old females selected sweets in 1999 compared
with 39% in 2004..

60 —
50 —
40 —
30 —
20 —
o N [ H jhl
% o
Leisure/ Pets CDs, tapes, School Soft drinks Sports Stickers Sweets Video/ DVD Youth club Other None of these| Available
sports centre other music | equipment equipment hire/ buy sample
H Yyrem 31 * 32 18 32 * 0 46 * * 11 25 4947
O Yr6F 27 * 35 30 25 * 0 46 * * 16 21 4870
B yrgm 10 8 17 6 24 15 3 30 10 7 6 52 7553
O vyr8F 7 10 22 10 24 5 2 33 7 5 7 47 7427
B Yyriom 12 6 22 5 33 15 2 37 12 6 8 40 8782
O vyrioF 6 7 22 6 30 3 1 39 8 4 10 38 9220

* Options not available for Year 6
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