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The amount of money that young people have to spend is an important factor in determining their access to a
host of behaviours. This section examines working for money, levels of income, and the sorts of things that
they spend their money on.

Question

Have you a regular paid job during term tiME? ........ooi i eaees 74
What type of regular paid JOD A0 YOU 07 .......uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e a e e e a e e e e e e sabe e e e e e s s annnraaeees 75
How many hours did you work for money [ast WEEK? ..........civeiiiiiiiiiii e 76
How much money did you receive last week from your regular paid WOrK? .........coociiiieiiieinniiiiiieenee i 77
D0 you usually get POCKET MONEBY? ......eiiiiiiiiiiiiiiet ettt sttt e e e e s s bbbt e e e e e e s b bbb e e e e e e s s nbeeeaaeessanasbeaeeas 78
How much pocket money did YOU get laSt tIME?.......coiiuiiiiiiie e b e 79
Last week’s combined income from paid work and pocket MONEY ..........cccuvviiieiieiiiiiic e 80
Have you put any of your own money into a savings scheme inthe last 7 days? .......ccccccceeiiiiiiiiieeee e, 81
How much of your own money have you spent during the 1ast 7 dayS? .......cccccceeeviiiiiiieeie e 82
During the last 7 days, have you spent any of your own money on the following items? ..........cccccceeeiiviiiiineenn. 83
During the last 7 days, have you spent any of your own money on the following items? ..........cccccceeeevviiivineenn. 84
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Regu lar work Up to 40% of the Year 10 pupils
have regular paid work

Have you a regular paid job during

term tlme’) Comments

Respondents with more than one job were asked to record the one that paid
the most money.

1. Up to 29% of 12-13 year olds have a regular paid job during term time.

2. By the time they are 14-15 years old, up to 40% of pupils report having a
regular paid job.
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B YyrgM 71 29 7481
[ vr8F 76 24 7947
W yriom 60 40 8851
[0 Yri0F 65 35 9746
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1. The chart below shows data from 1987 of those pupils who report having
a regular paid job in term time. The percentages, for the 14-15 year old
pupils, show a general downward trend. Figures from the 12-13 year olds
show a slight upward trend in those having a regular paid job.
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Type of paid work
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Babysitting is the most popular for the females
and paper/milk round for the males

What type of regular paid job do you

do- Comments

Respondents with more than one job were asked to record the one that paid

the most.

1. We note some gender contrasts; more females involved in babysitting, hair 1. The distribution of jobs follows the pattern noted over recent years.
dressing and paid housework while more males report manual work and 2. The involvement of some of these Year 8 pupils in regular paid work may
delivery rounds. be in violation of Section 18 of the Children and Young Persons Act, 1933.

2. Paid housework diminishes in Year 10, but shop work, hotel and café work The Act places restrictions, including hours and conditions of work for
increases. children, especially for those under the age of 13.

40 —
35 —
30
25 —
20
15
10
% 07 Babysitting_ Hairdressing | Working in | Manual work | Paper/ milk Ina Farmwork or Paid Other work Valid
a shop round hotel, bar gardening | housework responses
or cafe
B YrsMm 9 2 6 8 34 4 7 19 11 2086
[l vr8F 29 4 5 2 19 5 3 23 10 1814
B yriom 7 2 9 12 38 10 6 7 10 3453
O vyrioF 28 6 10 2 16 19 1 7 10 3329
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Time spent working

Up to 24% of 14-15 year olds
worked for 8 hours and more

How many hours did you work for
money last week?

1. The 14-15 year olds are working longer hours than the 12-13 year olds
with up to 24% working eight hours and more.

2. InYear 8 (12- 13 year olds), slightly more males than females are working
the longer hours, but this is reversed for the Year 10 (14-15 year old)
workers.

3. We observe a bimodal distribution, one maximum at 2 hours and the
other at 6-7 hours (possibly a Saturday job?).

Comments

1. The figures for None represent those pupils who have a regular paid job
but did not work in the last week.

2. The bimodal effect already noted could reflect the difference between
morning or afternoon work and all-day working.

3. The average hours spent working by those who work in each group is:
Year 8 males 3.6
Year 8 females 3.4
Year 10 males 5.2
Year 10 females 5.4

25 —

20 —

15 —

10 —

5 —]

% 0 -
None 1 hour 2 hours 3 hours 4 hours 5 hours 6-7 hours 8-10 hours | 11-20 hours 21 hours Valid
or more responses

B YyrsMm 15 16 21 13 8 7 9 6 3 1 1924
O yr8F 15 17 19 14 10 8 10 5 3 1 1781
B Yyriom 10 9 15 11 11 8 14 12 8 2 3208
O yrioF 8 7 12 10 12 10 16 14 9 1 3252
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Up to 18% of 14-15 year olds
earned more than £30 last week

Money from paid work

How much money did you receive

last week from your regular paid Comments
work?
1. More money was earned by the Year 10 (14-15 year old) workers. Up to 1. The figures for Nothing represent those pupils who have a regular paid
15% of Year 8 earners earned over £20. job but did not work in the last week.
2. Slightly more older males earn more than older females in £20-£40 range. 2. These amounts do not reflect the rates paid per hour, but it is possible to
3. Up to 18% of older pupils report earning over £30 ‘last week’. calculate these by using the data on the previous page.
Year 8 10
Males (£) 4.40 4.89
Females () 3.95 4.20
35 — 3. We note that the Year 10 females earn similar sums to the males of the
a0 4 same age, while on the previous page we find that, on average, they work
slightly more hours.
N 4. The average earnings for workers can also be derived:
20
Year 8 10
15 |
Males (£) 10.47 16.67
10
Females (£) 10.05 16.12
5 —
5. Inequalities in pay between the sexes start early it seems.
% 07 Nothing Upto £5 Upto £10 Up to £20 B Up to £30 Up to £40 Over £40 Valid
responses
B yr8m 9 20 30 25 8 3 4 1960
[ yr8F 10 23 32 24 7 3 2 1771
B YrioMm 9 6 23 29 14 6 12 3231
O yrioF 9 7 23 28 17 7 10 3273
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The older they get
fewer receive weekly pocket money

Do you usually get pocket money?

1. Clearly, the majority receive pocket money each week although the
regularity of this income declines as all get older.

2. More females than males receive money as they need it.

3. More males than females receive no pocket money.

50
40
30
20
10 I
% 0 -
No, usually No, | Yes, | Yes, | Other system Valid
none get money | get money get money responses
as | needit | every week |once a month
B YréM 16 14 44 12 15 9402
O vr6F 13 17 43 12 15 9052
H YyrgMm 15 19 41 19 6 6196
1 vyr8F 10 25 40 19 6 6676
H Yyriom 14 24 38 20 4 7470
0 yrioF 11 30 35 21 4 8100
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Comments

1. Up to 44% of Year 6 pupils (10-11 year olds) receive weekly pocket
money. This falls to around 36% of Year 10 pupils (14-15 year olds) and is
possibly replaced by money received from paid employment.

2. As pupils get older, the pattern of receiving pocket money shifts from
weekly to ‘once a month’ and ‘as | need it’. Again this may be influenced
by the youngsters’ ability to undertake paid work.

3. Between 84% - 90% of 10-15 year olds receive pocket money.
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Pocket mon ey total Up to 29% of 14-15 year olds

receive more than £10

How much pocket money did you get

last time? Comments

1. The older pupils’ percentages are similar at the higher pocket money 1. We have occasionally had problems in deriving weekly amounts for
levels, and the Year 10 (14-15 year olds) amounts are greater than the those young people whose pocket money or allowance is paid monthly.
Year 8.

2. Most of the younger pupils received up to £5 and at least 24% of Year 10s
received more than £10.

70 -

60

50 A

40 4

30 A

20 A

10

% 0 4 LL!T — ]
Nothing Up to £5 Upto £10 Up to £20 Up to £30 Up to £40 Over £40 Valid
responses

B YyreM 14 66 13 5 1 1 1 7768
O vr6F 14 66 13 5 1 0 0 7560
W Yrsm 13 51 21 10 2 1 2 5849
O vr8F 1 46 25 12 3 1 2 6284
W Yriom 15 32 29 16 4 1 3 6876
O vyrioF 13 29 30 19 5 2 3 7525
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Total weekly income

12% of the 14-15 year olds
received more than £30

Last week’'s combined income from
paid work and pocket money

1. The majority are found within the £1.01-£10.00 range, 22% of the Year 10
pupils (14-15 year olds) received more than £20, and 12% of this group
received more than £30 ‘last week’.

2. The table reveals a similar level of higher income for the older pupils,
even though we know from page 76 that more females than males are
working more than 5 hours a week.

Comments

1. Disposable income is the key to doing many other things, some healthy,
others less so.

2. The Nothing group may include some youngsters that receive money at
longer than weekly intervals, or for particular purposes on a negotiated
basis.

40
35
30
25
20 -
15
10
5 -
0, - o
% 0 Nothing Upto£1 £1.01-£5 | £5.01- £10 | £10.01 - £15 | £15.01 - £20 | £20.01 - £25 |£25.01 - £30 | £30.01 - £35 | £35.01 - £45 | £45.01 - £55 | Over £55 Valid
responses
H vrawm 14 3 38 20 8 7 3 3 1 2 1 2 5944
[ vr8F 13 2 35 23 8 8 3 3 1 2 1 1 6449
W yriom 14 1 20 23 9 11 5 5 2 4 2 4 7042
[0 Yri0F 13 1 19 25 9 12 5 5 2 4 3 3 7764
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Males save more than females

Saving money

Have you put any of your own money
Into a savings scheme in the last 7

Comments
days?
1. More males than females are savers, with little difference between the 1. Previous data has shown that the older group generally receive similar
year groups for those who save anything. weekly amounts but 7% more older males than females are saving
money.
2. Have males always saved more than females?
Data from 1993 show a general upward trend with males, and 12-13 year
males in particluar, saving more than females.
50%
0 O 12-13yrM O 12-13yrF
60
50 /o—o
40 40% P\\:—n’
30
20
10
% 0 No B Yes Valid 30%
/-
responses \/'\(
B yr8m 54 46 5752
58 42
E i:: ?OFM 59 41 23351, W 14-15rM @ 14-15yrF
O yrioF 66 34 7653
200/0 T T T T T T T T T T T T T 1

93 94 '95 '96 '97 98 '99 '00 '01 '02 '03 '04 '05 '06
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Spending money

24% of older males
spent more than £20

How much of your own money have
you spent during the last 7 days?

1. The distribution of percentages shows ‘clumping’ around certain values,
the most obvious being up to £5.00.

2. Greater levels of spending over £5 are recorded by the Year 10
respondents. When compared with older males, older females report
higher percentages when spending up to £20. 12% of older males report
spending over £40 ‘during the last week’.

Comments

1. This is one of our less ‘precise’ questions, in the sense that it is extremely
difficult for most people to recall a week’s spending. Rounding off to a
likely figure could explain some of the ‘clumping’.

35
30 -
25 -
20 -
15 —
10
5 —
% 0 n -
Nothing Upto £5 Upto £10 Up to £20 Up to £30 Up to £40 Over £40 Valid
responses
B YyrgM 33 27 15 11 5 3 6 5881
[ vr8F 25 30 19 15 5 2 4 6443
W yriom 24 17 18 18 8 4 12 7090
[0 Yri0F 20 19 20 21 8 4 9 7889
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Book purchasing remains low

Items bOU g ht laSt Week (1) after pupils pass 11 years of age

During the last 7 days, have you

spent any of your own money on the

following items? Comments

For convenience, this list has been divided into two parts and rearranged into
alphabetical order within each part.

1. Within this section crisps are the most popular and bought by at least 20%
of the older groups. Comics/magazines are also popular items.

2. InYear 10, spending on alcohol, cigarettes, fares and fast food becomes
important. 32% of older females spend on cosmetics. In Year 6, 27% of
males spend on arcade games and 25% of females spend on books.

3. Overall, more females than males spend money on books, clothes,
comics/magazines, cosmetics, discos/clubs and fares.

1. This list does not indicate the relative amounts spent on these different
items, so it is not possible to reflect upon the amount of money spent on
some of the less desirable activities.

2. Gender and age differences provide interesting comparisons particularly
spending on alcohol, books, and cigarettes. The differences between groups
is not restricted to this year’s data. For example, over the years, we have
seen a sharp reduction in book purchasing after the age of 11.

50
40
30
20
lO 7 !i M
0, , 4!:!ZL L
% 0 Alcoholic Arcade  Arcade games Books Cigarettes Clothes & Comics, Computer Cosmetics/ Crisps Discos or Fares Fast food Fresh fruit | Available
drinks gambling (for fun) footwear Magazines games Toiletries clubs (hot) sample
B YreM 2 * 27 16 1 * 25 34 * 25 10 * * * 9755
0O vr6F 1 * 10 25 0 * 29 13 * 22 11 * * * 9305
W Yrsm 5 6 13 5 3 22 18 23 4 18 8 11 20 9 10638
O vr8F 5 2 5 7 4 39 27 5 23 17 10 12 17 8 10675
W Yriom 16 7 10 5 9 26 15 18 6 20 9 20 32 7 11072
O YrioF 17 1 3 4 14 43 23 2 32 20 11 23 26 6 11531

* Options not available for Year 6
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|tem S b ou g ht | ast Week (2) Sweets remain the favourite item
During the last 7 days, have you
spent any of your own money on the
following items? Comments
For convenience, this list has been divided into two parts and rearranged into
alphabetical order within each part.
1. Within this section records/CD/tapes, soft drinks and sweets are clearly the 1. This list does not indicate the relative amounts spent on these different
items on which money was most frequently spent. items, so it is not possible to reflect upon the amount of money spent on
. . . . some of the less desirable activities.
2. Gender differences in which higher percentages of males report are ] ] o
apparent for items such as leisure/sports centres and soft drinks, sweets and 2. Spending on sweets has remained the favourite item for many years and
sports equipment. Female biased responses are observed for items such as Qlder females consistently report spending most of t_he" money on this
pets and school equipment. item — 58% of 14-15 year old females selected sweets in 1999 compared
50 — with 43% in 2005.
40 —
30 —
20 —
10 — '
% 0 : . Bw . _
Leisure/ Pets CDs, tapes, School Soft drinks Sports Stickers Sweets, Video/ DVD | Youth club Other None of these| Available
sports centre other music | equipment equipment chocolate, hire/ buy sample
etc.
B Yr6Mm 30 * 28 18 26 * 0 38 * * 12 29 9755
O vr6F 27 * 27 26 17 * 0 37 * * 17 26 9305
B Yram 16 10 23 9 31 22 4 40 13 9 7 35 10638
O Yr8F 10 13 23 11 29 7 2 41 8 7 9 33 10675
W YrioMm 16 7 25 7 40 20 2 44 11 8 9 28 11072
O YrioF 8 7 19 8 34 4 1 43 6 6 9 32 11531
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* Options not available for Year 6




